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Brooklyn
toBrixton

I am a Brooklyn girl. My vowels are long and my consonants heavy.
In my world, there is a pizza shop, a bodega or a Korean grocery store 
on every block.

But what if I were a Brixton girl? What if my vowels were clipped
and my consonants short? What if there were a chippy or an
Indian takeaway on every street? What then?

I am a Brooklyn girl. Johathan Lethem and Edwidge Danticat sit on my
bookshelf. Angie Martinez spins Biggie Smalls and Foxy Brown on my
radio. David Chapelle and Monique perform at local comedy clubs.

But what if I were a Birmingham girl? What if I regularly saw Hanif
Kureishi and Zadie Smith on my friends’ bookshelves? What if John
Peel played The Specials and Ms. Dynamite on my radio? What if
Eddie Izzard and Jack Dee made me laugh? What then?

I am a Brooklyn girl. Coney Island is my playground. My beach is 
sand and my boardwalk made of wood. I believe the Mets will win 
the pennant this year.

But what if I were a Brighton girl? What if Palace Pier were my
playground? What if my beach was made of stones and I could
walk on grass by the ocean? What if I sang for Brighton and Hove
Albion? What then?

I am a Brooklyn girl. I eat, drink, and sleep Brooklyn.

But I dream of an island across the sea.

Laura Furmanski
Winner, 2003 UK2U Contest



“Most people in Britain today
are either immigrants or the
descendants of immigrants.”
—Commission on Racial Equality

“What I most enjoyed was 
the diversity of the people 
and the acceptance of the 
different ethnicities.”
—Sindy Edward

The UK has a long tradition 
of welcoming students from
around the world. There are
over 250,000 international 
students in the UK.

Multicultural
Multilingual

Cosmopolitan
International



High
Streets



The UK’s High Streets are the main
retail thoroughfares in residential
areas and will usually feature at
least one of each of the following:

Banks

Chemists (drugstores)

Bookstores

Fast food takeaways (fish and chips, kebobs, etc.)

Caffs (cheap, informal restaurants)

Pubs

Post offices

Off-licenses (liquor stores)

Newsagents (newspapers, magazines, sweets and
soft drinks)



“I learned quickly that a

pub is NOT the same as 

a bar; it is more casual,

more welcoming and 

they serve great food!”

Lindsay Herf

What 
is 
a Pub?



A pub (short for “public house”) is a community
establishment where members of the public can
gather to drink, eat and socialize. Pubs are an
integral part of the British way of life and can be
found in every neighborhood in the UK. More
than a place to down pints, a pub serves as the
focal point for a community, the place where
friends meet to catch up on news and relieve the
stresses of the day. Pubs serve alcohol and soft
drinks and many also serve food.





Savor
theFlavors!

British cuisine is not just roast beef
and Yorkshire pudding. You are as
likely to find an Indian or Chinese
restaurant as you are a fish and chips
shop. The British table is a reflection
of the multiculturalism and diversity
that makes up UK society. Jewish 
delicatessens, Halal butchers, Balti
restaurants and Japanese sushi 
counters all coexist in today’s UK.

(Those in search of traditional British dishes will not
be disappointed; bangers and mash and Cornish
pasties still thrive, as does modern British cuisine. )



The 
European

Experience
“Throughout my stay in Europe I got to see many
wonderful places and had an unbelievable number
of exciting adventures.”
—Suzanne Duncan



The UK is made up of four countries—
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland—each with its own proud history
and culture. Yet, because of its small size, the
UK is easy to explore and also makes 
an ideal base for travels throughout Europe.
A flight from Edinburgh to Amsterdam will
take less than two hours, a train ride from
London to Paris around three hours.
Continental Europe is also accessible by
ferry from several ports in the UK.



Weights
and 

Measurements



Although the British still drink their beer by the
pint, like most of the rest of the world they follow
the metric system for weights and measurements.
Americans who grew up with the imperial system
may need a little help interpreting UK weather
forecasts or following British recipes.

Measurements

1 inch (in.) 25.4 millimeters (mm)
1 foot (ft.) 0.30 meter (m)
1 yard (yd.) 0.91 meter (m)
1 mile (mi.) 1.61 kilometers (km)
1 ounce (oz.) 28.35 grams (g)
1 pound (lb.) 0.45 kilogram (kg)
1 liquid quart (qt.) 0.95 liters (L)
1 gallon (gal.) 3.78 liter (L)

Temperature

Celsius Fahrenheit
-12 10
-6 20
-1 30
4 40
10 50
15 60
21 70
26 80
32 90
37 100



Join
theScrum!



Rugby, football (soccer) and cricket are some of
the most popular sports in the UK.

Brush up on football at
www.footballculture.net

Sticky wicket: In cricket, a field which is partially
wet, creating difficult playing conditions. In life,
any difficult and uncertain situation.





The UK is home to a spectacular range of artists in
all fields. Contemporary British creative, visual and
performing arts are defining the 21st century.

Did you know that:

Catherine Zeta-Jones, 2003 Oscar
winner for Best Supporting Actress
(Chicago), is Welsh?

“American Idol” began in the UK as
“Pop Idol?”

The British group Death in Vegas
won the first Grammy for Best
Dance Recording for their single
“Days Gone By,” featured in a televi-
sion commercial for Mitsubishi?

British
Arts

www.creativeuk.org



Digital teleportation

3D Audio

Open source software

Night ecology

In the futuristic film Minority Report, Tom Cruise
plays a detective who catches criminals before the
crimes are committed. In the UK, researchers are
working to make predictive crime solving a reality.

Science &
Technology

in theUK



Useful 
websites

To find out more about studying in the UK, please contact:

British Embassy
3100 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20008

www.studyintheuk.org
studyintheuk@us.britishcouncil.org

1 (800) 488-2235

British Information Services

845 Third Avenue

New York, NY 10022

Tel: (212) 745-0277

Fax: (212) 745-0359

E-mail: Public.Enquiries@

newyork.mail.fco.gov.uk

www.britainusa.com

Visit Britain

551 Fifth Ave, 7th Floor

New York, NY 10012

Tel: (800) 462 2748

E-mail: travelinfo@bta.org.uk

www.visitbritain.com

Time Out Guides

www.timeout.com

UKCOSA: The Council for

International Education

9-17 St Albans Place 

London N1 0NX 

United Kingdom

Tel: 011 44 20 7288 4330 

Fax: 011 44 20 7288 4360 

www.ukcosa.org.uk

US Department of State

Passport Services and

Information

travel.state.gov



EducationUK

“For the first time in my life I was alone, yet unafraid.
The shoebox full of pictures under my bed cannot even 
begin to account for the memories that I will carry 
with me for the rest of my life.”
—Anna L. Eder

A British education opens up a world of exciting 
possibilities. With full degree and short-term study
abroad options in fields ranging from surf science to
peace studies to artificial intelligence, there is a program
to suit every need. Students also have the option of 
specialized three-year undergraduate degrees or broader
four-year degrees. Master’s degrees can be completed in
one year and PhDs in three.





BAP: bun/roll for sandwiches 

BLOKE: a guy

BLOODY: a swear word, similar to the American 
‘damn’ but a bit stronger

BUGGER: similar to the American “damn!” Can also 
be used in “bugger all,” meaning “nothing.” For 
example: “I have done bugger all with the paper 
I should be researching.”

CASHPOINT: ATM

CHEERS: can be used to mean “thanks”

Glossary: 
A selection
of common 
British 

terms



CHIPS: french fries

CRISPS: potato chips

FAG: cigarette

FLAT: apartment

JOHNNY: slang for condom

JUMPER: sweater

KNACKERED: tired, worn out

NOT BOTHERED/CAN’T BE BOTHERED: don’t care  
Ex. “I can’t be bothered to go out tonight.”

PANTS: in the UK, “pants” refers to underwear,
not trousers

PISSED: drunk

RUBBER: eraser

TAKE THE MICK/TAKE THE PISS: teasing/taunting

TRAINERS: tennis shoes/athletic shoes

WANKER: jerk 



British Embassy
3100 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20008

www.studyintheuk.org
studyintheuk@us.britishcouncil.org

1 (800) 488-2235


